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President’'seColumn
ByeWolfgangePolak

Recent days brought some not so good news
for general aviation. The sad accident in Palo
Alto will embolden those who want to turn our
airports into housing developments, compost
facilities, and shopping malls. The tragic
event in Austin will undoubtedly increase calls
for restrictions on our freedom to ey. This

is serious. We can't just leave it to AOPA to
defend general aviation but must do our part as well. Educate your non-
pilot friends about general aviation, its safety record and its utility. Or
explain that it's really a problem with our infrastructure that cutting a single
wire can darken half of Silicon Valley for a day.

On a more positive note, we had a well attended «y-out to Half Moon Bay
with 9 members arriving in 5 aircraft. The rainy January weather gave

us a break that day and we got to sy around some beautiful cu mulus
clouds. Better yet, Mike Francis volunteered to act as the Chapter sy-out
coordinator. He has great enthusiasm and lots of plans with the next event
scheduled for February 27 in Sacramento.

Let’s help out Mike by letting him know if you're planning to join an

event, even if you're not sure yet. Getting no or little response to event
announcements, emails and sign-ups can be very frustrating indeed.
Bring him your ideas about things you'd like to do and places you'd like to
Visit.

We still have job openings for someone to organize a library and for
someone to manage the wing rib activity at our Young Eagle events. You'll
be rewarded by the satisfaction of helping our members or impacting a
child.

I hope to see you all at the next meeting where Rolland LaPelle will talk
about rotary engines.

Wolfgang Polak

www.eaab2.org

Chapter«62+Contacts
WolfgangePolak,sPresident
(408)+735-8014
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Randy-Wilde,*Treasurer
(650)+968-3048
randallwilde@mac.com
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Terri«Gorman
(408)+828-6707
EditorialeSta"
Marke&sMimieWainwright
Membership
DonaldeVoneRaesfeld
(408)+984-8769



Builder’'seColumn
bysJohneCastner

WhyeasSonex?

Lastesummeresomeeadministrasve
hassles with the FAA medical
people delayed renewal of a
special issuance by 6 weeks. |
hadn’t been denied, so | could
have checked out in an LSA, but
theeCitabriasel*shad+beene yinge
wereeo!slimits.sledecidedsthate

if the special issuance came -
through, I would build an LSA ang#
be less vulnerable in the future. !

Which light sport? | am
comfortable with metal
construceoneandswantetosbee yingesoonererathersthams¢lelealsoe
wantesomescross-countryscapability.slsseesesemateld=oniesease
generally low but useful if used for comparison.

ThesSonexeissmetal,shasea+700-houreessmatedebuilcaries
cruisesenearsthesLSAesspeed-limit.clteiseaerobaectated-weightse
so should be reasonably strong.

ItewasedesignedsbysJohnesMonne",swhoshaseasnumber«céssiale
designsetoshisecredit.eSonexeAircra#eknowseofsgiggesosfars(le
ended up with kit number
1368).Thee$rsteones eweine
1998.¢Itslookedelikesasfairlye
proven design.

| had Sonex build the main
spar and do some other work
(standardeopeons)stoespeedsupe

the building process and will
needeastranspondersinethiseareassosthe+%25,600-advgmised
has escalated to around $32,000 or about 1/3 what a faetilt
LSA goes for. Had | chosen one of the Jabiru engaties than
the AeroVee, the price would have been $7,000 t6,$00 more
witheincreasedsfuelecconsumpeoneandehighereoverhauisgeghiche
didn’t seem worth it.

Acrelasvelyespeedy,squick-build,emetaleairplanesfromc@mpany-
with a track record. That’s what brought me to Sonex.

www.eaab2.org

YoungeEagles
byeRusseTodd,*YE+Coordinator

Spring is coming on us even

if you cannot see it in the
weather around us, not

seeing it does not make any
dilerence,ssmerisepassingeande
that means the Young Eagles
Ralliesefore2010eareestarenge

to take shape. So let’s be
thinkingeaboutea"endingethee
rallies as pilots and ground
crew. We are going to need lots
of volunteers. This is one of
the most important workings

of Chapter 62, and you can
help bring a bigger world into
children’s lives in terms of their
becomingeinvolvedesinsaviasone
andeequallysimportanteenablinge
and empowering them with
ight.

Maybe you have seen the
schedule on the chapter web
site. Overall it’s set except for
theeMole"sdatesofeJunee5th,e
thateisesellsbeingeworkedeon..
It looks good but the proposal
has yet to go all the way to the
top of NASA and back down
with an approval. I'm sure it
will happen, very good people
are working hard on it.

Planningeandsmeeengseares

in process to have an air
fesevaleateMo!e"sthatewille

involve vendors, volunteer
organizaeons,*WareBirds, STEMe

(cont’ on page 4)



ISLAND*TREASURECLOSE*TO*HOME
byeStevenePlyler

For a getaway on Thanksgiving weekend, my
lady and | happened upon the idea of going to
Santa Catalina Island just 330 miles south of S&
Josecande26+mileseoesthescoasteofsLos*Angelesy
sounded like fun. Flying direct the last 65 miles
over water just misses the LA class B airspace and
provideseasgrandeviewsoestheerightewingeofethes
ChannelslslandseoesthescoasteofeSantasBarbara.sAteoursdes,n
there is one airport atop a 1602 foot high hill rolgim the middle
ofethee22emileslongeisland.sTheerequiredscalls5emiieforelandinge
clearance was made and, with light crosswinds and a Bligptill
runway,s22+seemedethesbestechoice.sTheesse!ngesunertiaek

Catalina tower,

thresholdedi"cultetoeseeeun lspassingeit.eKnowingatfthesrunwaye
waseonly*3250<feetelongewithesharpedrop-osseat-botteeesulted.
in a “carrier landing” with sharp braking to prevent osieoot-

ing the runway end lost
inetheeglare.sNexte mee
I'll land eastbound if at
sundown.

Though serviceable, “a
il rough gravel road” are

= the words the come

to mind regarding the
runway surface. Once
on the ground from

the airport plateau, the
L.A. coastline looms large to the northeast acrossctiennel.

The “Airport in the Sky”, as it is called, has a Mediteean-style
controletower,srestaurant/gi#eshopeandenaturesdispkaygeiseas
$!ngeintroduc onetoethesisland.eTheslandingsfee«isg¥pRis*%05+pers
over night. There is no avgas available. Every cafieurs a $25

Steve with Terry in his Glasair

roundtripeshu&lesvaneprovideseas25+sminuteride«1€srsibutheaste

(con’t on page 5)

www.eaab2.org

YoungeEagles,scont’

(science,stech,sengineering,*
mathe)egroundefes val,e

200 exhibitors, hands-on
things for the kids to do and
learn, science experiments,
robots,espaceeexplora on,e
'ightesimulators,etc.,splusethee
mainstay of the event: the
Chapter 62 Young Eagles. You
can see we are going to need
a lot of help, even more than
last year. So keep that date
openeandeplanetoe'y-ine(weearee
looking for 50 to 100 airplanes)
and plenty of volunteers to
help. That'’s big.

Theefourtheplanningemee nge
of the WingseofeHistorysOpene
Housewas held on Saturday.
Everything seems to be going
alonge$nesandesthesplanseares
tochaveriteessen allysthessames
as last year. What is new is
signing up pilots and kids
onsthesInterneteineaneesorte
toereducestheeregistra one
workload on our people and
tochavesasbe&ereideasofethes
number of kids we can expect.
The Internet address to sign up
pilots, kids, and volunteers will
be on theWingseofsHistomyere
promo ngetheesevent.

We need a Chapter 62 member
to dedicate his/her volunteer
esortseandsbesresponsiblesfore
the Rib Building table. Silvia
Andrade said she and her
LULAC kids will once again help
with the wing ribs. Will you
volunteer? We need you for

this very important job.

Two of Silvia’s kids
havescompletedsaneapplica one
toca&endsthesEAA-AireAcademye
in Oshkosh this year.



downetheehillstocAvalon.sRoundingeoneeofstheslastecsrofethesridesdowneprovideseaspostcarde
panoramasofethestowneandecrescent-shapedeharborethattdmerasscenesineltaly.

Jnethesoneessquaresmilestown,saccommodasonse
rangesfromebeachfrontehotels,escondos,scosagesstos
| cozy*Be&*B’s.ThesHoteleMetropolesfor«$80/night,e
ashalfeasblockefromethesharbor,swaseourechoice:*
it'senoteoverlysfancyebuteiteworkedes ne.Bookeine
advancertoeguaranteecavailability.e

Thereeare+30erestaurantsetoechoosesfromeands
manyearesonstheswaterfront.eThesplusheArteDecoe
AvaloneTheatresonstheswater’seedgeeprovideds
aneeveningemovie.sDaysmeeaceviseseinclude:s
. boasng,*kayaking,escubaediving,sbicyclesands
Avaloneharbor golfecarterentals,*horsebackerides,*hiking,sande
opencairstramsetosexploresthecislandeinterior.sWes
rentedeelectricebikesstosexploresthestown.sGiveribrfecteweathereandstemperatureseinethes70seyeare
round,eitewasefresheandegorgeous.sCarseareshighlictexdtonsthe-island.sWithegolfscartseeverywheree
onetheenarrowsstreetseandsthesMediterraneanearchitectitfegemedetoemeslikeslswaseinstheslandeofe
Lillipueans.sltswaseaswonderfulsescapesandsworthy-ofe@nago.sNexteeme,sleplanstoevisits TwosHarbors,*
astownetosthesnorthwesteandeaspaireofeharborsethatesteadeharrowsisthmus.

Catalinasfrometheeair

] Avalonestreetescene
. goodeplacesforeasSmarteCar
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FrometheeArchiveseofsEAAsNasonal,eJanuary+28,2010
MaxeTrescoesTest-FlysesthesNewsPiperSporteLSA

BysMaxeTrescoe,*"EAA*531980,*foreEA/.0rg

Thesbigeannouncementeatelasteweek’seU.S.*SporteAviaepo.
at Sebring Regional Airport, Florida, was the newiSipert,
light-sporteaircra ¢(LSA).¢ltsesleek,ssportysloakrdrascrowde

whereversitegoes,saselediscoveredewhilestest-yimgeppilyeitse o=
beautysisn’tejusteskinedeep;eit’sealsosfunstoely. ‘ -
Withe106-companiesesmakingelight-sporteaircra ,*Pipachen - e ———=
asgreatechoices-sthey-enteredea-distribuson-agreemsitit= B H"“W——

CzecheSporteAircra «(whichebuildssthesSporteCrtsee.

of the top 10 LSA manufacturers with a U.S.-instalkeskeb
ofsaboute100-aircra .sNotecontentetosjusteresell<pisvene o
aircra designeintroducede«ine2006,*Pipersissmakirgigte
improvements.sTheserincludesmodi“casonsstosmakessssensievesinepitch,sreinforcementstosthesnosee
gear,sandsthesaddiconeofecabineheateandsvenlasonesystehneseschangesswillsdebutswhensthesaircra «
ships in volume in April 2010.

ThesPiperSport'sestandoutefeaturee«iseitseexcelisitirity.e Thesbubblescanopy,swhicheli seforwardefore
entry,eallowseansunobstructedsviewsinealledireceongstf8yousgetetooemuchesun,justepullsthesoverheads
pleatedesuneshieldsforwardetoeblockeseveralesquatesfethescanopy.s

Theecockpiteiseasroomy+46.5¢inchesewide.sTheesestsedrsbutsthesrudderspedalsecansbesadjustede
forelegelength.esI’'meovere6efeetetallsandewasesdeligtui€tdsthatsthespedalssmovedsforwardsenoughefore
plenty of leg room.

AsewithemanysLSAs,sthesPiperSporterequiressligi@stdoecontrolsthesaircra 'sepitch.slswasenotswarnede
notetosovererotatesatetakeo#eandedidn’t;slshadealreamheethaterecentlysineanothersLSA.e

The mostly metal plane - it has a composite cowlingardmposite prop with a wood core -
incorporatesea+s100hpeRotax+912.ULSeengineswithe-eh@0B@mMe+betweensoverhaulssthatesipsea-
miserly 5 gph at cruise speed. | consistently hadlzrates greater than 1000 fpm at the 65 knot best
rateeofeclimbespeedeandso enssawsthe+1200+fpmeclaichiatberate.«

All control forces including rudder are light. Inteep turn, | added power upon entry and then
neededsli$lesbackepressurestoemaintainealstude.sInsdigit,sthescontrolssweressoslightsthateonlys
gentleepressureseweresneededewithealmostenosmovesatiiesseck.sPlentysofsbu#esngewarnedsofe
impendingestalls,sfollowedebyeasclearlysde"nedsbreakrasedrop,ssimilarstoestallseinstradieonale
trainers.

Flapseareselectriceandecanebecfullysdeployedesine5eisebeiowsthes75¢knotemaximume!apespeed.«
Landingsswereeseasy.slslewsthes"nalsat*60<knots, siptoirbOsknotseoversthesfence.Allsthreesofemye
landingsewereesgoodeswithouteany-ofethesballooningedelamesl'vesoccasionallysinducedswhileslandinge
othersLSAs.sWitheas15+knoteheadwind,slslanded+in*ab0tfeet,smakingethee"rststurno#,sbarelyspaste
the 27L numbers at the Vero Beach, Florida airport.

ThesPiperSportewilleshipeinsthreesversions,alh@fncludesasDynonsD100<primaryelightedisplay,*
GarmineGSPMAP<+495 eassinglesGarmineSL40<nav/com 8&BXisppnder,s,andsasBRSeparachutes
similaretoethesoneseineCirruseaircra .eThesbasesnsgalisifor«%119,900.*Add*%10,000<forsthesPiperSporte
LT,swhicheincludeseassecondsDynonedisplayswitheenginitoring.sFor«%139,900,the*PiperSporteLTDe
includeseasDynoneautopilotethateworkedswellsin°heaehagigason,sandealetudesholdsmodessinsthes
(con’t on page 6)
www.eaab2.0rg 6



PiperSporteLSA,scont’
aircraseleeew.»

Theeaircrae’'seusefulsloadeofe560*poundseletseyou=Ea0@ypoundseofepassengerseandsbaggageswithefulle
fuel of 30 gallons. You may read elsewhere that theful load is 600 pounds, but that doesn’t account
forsthe+40-pound*BRSeparachutesbeingeadded-tocalBBgé&mmodels.sTheeaircrassisn’tecer !edsfore
instrumenteeighterulesebutecouldsbesusedeaseaslovsitamersforeeyingeVOReandeinstrumentslandinge
system approaches.

Overall, I was impressed with the PiperSport. Givenedxtensive Piper support network, its low

opera ngecost,*andesthateitewilleshipeinevolumeesdesxpecteitstocbespopularewitheeighteschoolseande
individualeownersealike.sHere'sshopingsthatlikevtreerablesPipersCubethatea"ractedemyegrandfather’se
genera onetoeeying,sthesPiperSporteinspireseasnewega oneofepilotsetoediscoverstheejoysofseight.

MEMBERSHIPsNOTES
ByeDonaldsVoneRaesfeld,Jr.dvlembershipsChairman,*»408-507-0951¢

Thesturnoutsforeourssecondsmee ngeofe2010swassngpade
aseJanuary’semee ng.slsbelievesthisswaseduesmainlyg=to-th
weather. It was raining, windy, and cold. | seriodbyught
about staying home. | got to the hangar about 6E28 and

at about 6:45PMsthespowerswenteout.eTheeen reeairporte
wasedarkeasewerestheetra#celightseoneCapitoleExpre ssmary
surrounding areas. With the aid of some light providsd
Kregg’seemergencyesgeneratoreandeseveraleeashlightsoeese
and guests were able to eat the lasagna dinner prepased b
RustyeandsRandy.sPowerewase!nallysrestoredeabout®100¢

ChapterePresidenteWolfgangePolakecalledsthesmee nge
toeordereasesooneasepowerswaserestored.JimeGrargypresirspeaker,sstartedshisepresenta one
immediately since he had another appointment latethie evening. With help from our Chapter Vice-
President, John Castner, Jim showed how to set upcanunt on the new FAA Wings website.

AeereJimelnishedehisepresenta on,*Wolfgangegavesatspesenta oneshowingeusesomeeofethessighte
planning resources available to us on our Chapter viebsi

Werhadenosnewsvisitorsetoethissmee ngebutewesdid=taw-returningsvisitorsefromeoureJanuarye

mee ng.eCharlessHegersandsHarrysChienebothereturrretideFebruarysmee ng.slswaseablestostalkewithe
Harry and found out he is building a Glasair, which trelpased as a work-in-progress. He told me it is
about 85% complete.
OneJanuary+23,°2010-thesChaptersheldeitse!rsteey-pthiedyear.cEightemembersemade-itstoeHalfsMoone
Bayeforeluncheandeninesmemberssles.«OnesofeoursmespBaulsMarshall,earrivedeateHalfsMoon<Bay-
ineforma onswitheasfriend,sJimeMacKnight.sJimegavdeafajeaschecksforsthirtyedollarseandebecames
theenewestemembereofeoursChapter.sWelcomestosChégtedtm.sLookingsforwardestosmee ngeyou.s
CheckoutsWolfgang’'sear clesandsphotoseoneourswebsitthesHome*PagesundereRecenteNews.

MikeeFrancis,sasnewsmember,stoldeWolfgangeheswouldtekeesresponsibilitysofeorganizingeours
Chaptereey-outseeachemonth.sThankeyousMike.e
lehaveesenteouterenewalsle"ersetoeallecurrentememiagrdewouldelikestoesays THANKeYOU-toeallsthose

who have already renewed. | am going to begin goimgugh the list of Past Members and see if | can
get some of them to rejoin.

www.eaab2.0rg 7



EDITOR'S NOTES
byeTerricGorman

Last month | had to

send out emails or call

members asking them

toewriteearscleseforethee

FebruarysNewsleeer.e

This month, | had so
manyeareclessthatelshaves

to save a couple for
thesAprileNewsleser.eThanksetoeallsofsyouswhoe
submieedeyoureareclessforsthéntrepideAirmen

Weemustehavesaswidelysreadenewsleseresinces
weewereeablestoe llsthesposiconeofsFlysOute
Chairmanesoequickly.sMikesFrancis,sasrecents
member,sappliedsforethesposieon,swasefounde
toebechighlyequali edeandewillsbesorganizinge
hise rstelysouteoneSaturday,sFebruarye27thetoe
SacramentosExecuevecAirporteforelunch.sAseae
former chapter leader once said, “if a member
likes their volunteer job, they can keep it
forever."decaneonlysthinkeofeone«o"cerswhoshass
heldeasposiconethatewouldequalifysass“asforevers
volunteer” and that is Randy Wilde who has
been the Chapter Treasurer for over twenty
years.

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, Margh

14th. Set your clocks ahead. Fly safely; use your
checkilists!

AroundetheePatch
. witheTerri

There are a few changes happening at Reid
HillvieweAirport.eTheeLislesLeaguesFieldsearee
being torn up and new grounds are being
planted, along with tall, security fences. No
fenceswillebestalleenoughetockeepethesLisles
Leaguessluggerssfromehi#ngeasballeovereours
hangar. In the past few years, Bob and | have
collected 40 baseballs that have landed in front
of our hangar, barely missing the planes in the
seesdownearea.e

The Terminal Building has taken on a new look
thanks to Ernesto Mendiola. Come by and see
the changes. The Terminal is open from\vto
10PM every day.

www.eaa62.org

TheAirporteShoppehas new hours. They are
noweopensMondayethrougheSaturdayyn@¢o

5 PM. Phoebe Peasley, pilot and owner of the
shop,sconenuesetoecarrysthestop-of-the-linee
aviaeonemerchandise.sInsthesbackeofstheeshop,
theresiseascompletesdeli,sincludingegreateco$ees
that is always brewing.

Young Eagle Flights will be beginning in April.
AlleYoungeEagleepilotsswhoe!ystheskidseateReid*
Hillview Airport receive discounted fuel from
ExxoneMobil,eSansJosesFuel*Compahis is

the only FBO at RHV that has supported our
Young Eagle pilots during the Young Eagle
Events at Reid Hillview.

TradesWindseAviasorhosts WINGS Seminars,
free Breakfasts and Friday Night Movies. Trade
Winds is located next to the Reid Hillview
Terminal Building.

Marcheg+9aMm, Breakfast

Marchell 7 Pmetoe9PM, CrosseCountrysPlanning
Aprile8th, EnginesManagement

Marche19th movie nightAireAmerica
Aprils16th movie nightPearlsHarbor

Pleasesnotethe WINGS seminars on March 11
and April 16 will take place in the RHV Terminal
Building
Queseons:e

WaltersGyger
408-729-5100



Proposede«Fly-OuteDes na ons

byeMikeesFrancis

Hereeareesugges onseforeoursupcominge!y-outs.ePleaséactemem_d_francis@yahoo.copandeletemesknowe

yourefavoriteedes na on(s).

Georgetowne
Columbiae
SantasPaulas
Placervillee
CameroneParke
MathereAirports(TRACON)e
Oceanoe
Solvang/SantaeYneze
PasoeRoblese
LompoceAirporte
Auburne

Salinase
SantasRosae
LodisAirporte
WatsonvilleeAirporte
HollistereAirporte
NapasValleye
LoseBanose
Livermoree

Boonvillee

h"p://georgetownairport.com/

h"p://www.columbiaairport.com/

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Paula_Airpor

h'"p://www.airnav.com/airport/KP\F

h'"p://www.airnav.com/airport/061/

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacramento Mather Airpdr

h"p://oceanoairport.com/

h"p://www.solvangca.com/sy/syairport.hin

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paso Robles Municipal Airgo

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lompoc_Airpot

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn _Municipal Airport Californa)

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salinas_Municipal Airpor

h'"p://www.sonomacountyairport.ordq

h"p://www.lodiairport.com/index.html

h"p://www.watsonvilleairport.com/

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollister Municipal Airpar

h"p://www.napacountyairport.org/

h'"p://www.ourlosbanos.com/airport.htni

h"p://www.ci.livermore.ca.us/airport/index.htni

h"p://www.andersonvalley.org/Airport.htn

Stockton*(BASS+*PRO*SHOP &)p://www.co.san-joaguin.ca.us

MariposasYosemites
DeatheValleys(L09)e
BullheadsCity,*(KIFP)e
Mendocinoe
Angwine(St.eHelena)e

h"p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariposa-Yosemite Airpor

h"p://skyvector.com/airport/L09/Stovepipe-Wells-Aigot

h"p:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laughlin/Bullhead Internaonal Airpot

h'"p://www.mendocino.com/?id=38

h"p://www.puc.edu/campus-services/angwin-airport/home
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